W



s —




From manufacturing hub to
artist's haven to shopping des-
tination, SoHo has long em-
braced wholesale refnvention
And reinvention, asit happens,

Is exactly what drives high-end

hospitality. “To appeal to the
most discriminating guests,

properties must continually re

create themselves,” explains
Hartz Mountain Industnies pres
ident and COC Emanuel Stern.

Stern’s company opened the

first SoHo hotel in 1996—and
it's still the neighborhood's
largest, at 363 rooms. What the

SoHo Grand Hotel lacked, how

-

|

enthouse of suit-

BYelr, wasap

able grandeur

To enact the transformation

of five suites into two, Stern
turned to Studio Sofield pri

saw the hotel's initial design

and subsequent tweaks, lrom

renovating the lobby ta redoing

soft goods. “Bill is a creative ge

nius,” says Stern. "He embraces

the challenge and constraints

of a developer's budget—and

still wows us with the result.”
The 1,600-square-foot north
penthouse is the larger, more

flamboyant of the tweo. Its L-

shape [loor plan centers on a
living-dining area, flanked by a
master suite on one end and a
second bedroom on the other.
In keeping with the neighbor

hood's past, Sofield set out to

instill z loftlike feel—a«

lenge, given the 9 1/2-foot ceil-
ing and quirky floor plate. “lt's
d

and ancillary spaces. Mot what

ded into these little nooks

you'd design il you had a clean

piece of paper, but it actually

fantasy Mew York apartment,”

To construct that fantasy,

sofield chose industrial materi-

3ls such as factory-style floor-

ing of en 3in hemlock and

door panels of ribbed glass. He

also exposed exis

Ling concrete

umns, balancing their visual

weight with a cast-concrete
faux fireplace. Walls are sur

faced in a metallic-painted

fiberglass substrate, an 11th

hour alternative improvised

alter deciding against the silk

wall coveri itially selected

‘That'sac
Bill's problem-s

Stern. "The new material

tically,

worked batter ae:

and it'll wear like iron.” (Mo
small consideration in a hospi-
tality environment.)
Furnishings nod to the local
vernacular as well, “We cele
brated the 18705 and 1970's,
the two great periods in SoHo's

histery,” says Sofield. "It's prob-

ably a little more of the latter,

with the living area's Viadimi

Kagan-inspired chaises and the
master bedroom’s supersize
drafting lamp. But it's a happy
mix of things, not too deter-
mined or everdesigned.”

Like the neighborhood,

nishings are a cultural me
pot: an ltalian 1950's brass-
and-aluminum chandelier, an

American schoalhs

2 CUstom creden:

by rough-newn wa
George Nakashima mode. And
what could be more [diosyn

cratic than an 5-shape python

larmip with light shining from
the snake's gaping mouth?

In the wet bar, open glass -»

Frevious spread: Af |




Top, fram left: Sofield’s stencils on an existing concrehe column. An art deco vanidy in the masier bathroom, Bottam, from left: A fragment of terra-colfa embedded i
the living area’s cast-concrete faux freplace, witich backs a leather-covered chair and & table by Charles and Ray Eames. The master bath's wayt wall covering with
New York scenes by the late Saul Steinberq




shelves display stacks of Japan
ese salt-glazed ceramic dishes
"Yeah, the
with a laugh. “That's the great

break,” he admits

thing about having a track rec-

ord with a cl We didn't
nead to be quite as safe this

time.” Similar risk-taking led

to the master suite’s sliding

doors, allowing skyline vi

And,

from the cast-iron t
presumably, the reverse
Fine art reminds guests of

SoHo's 20th-century

nice Abbott

years. Original B
hs hang in the living

photograg

area; the patio's painted-stee|
sculpture by Stern's aunt Gloria
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Kisch was previously on loan
olitan Museum of
“We involved artists in the
y from the very begin

ve're continuing that

his mouth is, he even

ciling signage on the pent-
concree "':JIIJ!:ITI"_—; on

lumn ir*. ri".&' Ii'.'in;I area, he

DAECKE puppy in chalk. The draw-

ing I'n: three entire -.'J:.',r:r. -

VICE PRESFDENT: EMMAONEILL. FROJECT
TEAM: MELISSA BOWERS; ALBERTO VELEZ;
MALREEN HOFFMAMN; TSUYOSHI MA; FABI-
ENME KLOTZ LAMONT,

OR FINISH [ENTRY] MANCY LORENI. CUS
4| CREATIWE
VING AREAL: HOME

MATTERS. B
STORE. CURTA

TANO THROUGH POLLACK. SE&
HAVDN - UMK WAEY, FYTHIN L
FUM LAMPS THROUGH LOST CITY ARTS. [

L CHRISTOPHER FARR
THROUGH POLLACK, SEATING MOMAIS BREN-

MG AREA, BEDRDOM). DFBSALES,
| SUTHERLAMD; GLEN RAVEN
|- ELKAY MAMLIFAC-

TUBING C0. i FITTINGS: S0HO CORP.
{1AIRS [DENIMNG AREA]: CASSINA. CHANDE
R THROUWGH HISTORICAL MATERIALISM;

BEDANTIOLE LIGHTING [REWRING Tul

FITTIMNGS [BATHROOM] WATERWORKS. WALL
E- AMMN SACHS TILE & STONE. W

ERING: F. SCHUMACHER & CO. |
WERED CHAIR ILIVING AREA): SDANE. SI0F

TAGLE: HERMAN MILLER. BED |BEOROCM

BRITISH KMAKI FURNITURE. BEDDNG- MUSE

WALL -MOUNTED FIXTUSE: FLOS. CUSTOM

. GARY BUKBALIM COMPANY.
CREEN, WINDOW-SHADE FAHRIC - BERGAMO

FABRICS THROLIGH ANGELA BROWM, CHAIR

CHERMNER CHAIR COMPANY, T DRESH

CASAMIDY, FLOOR P SPAZIA, DOOR ORAF

ERY FABRIC: TAX 1 WOOLSHIRE CAR-

PET MILLS. CEILING FINTURES: MODULAR

INTERNATIONAL THROUGH CONTINENTAL

LIGHTIMNG SYSTEMS. | RING: DREGON

LUMBER COMPANY. iENER/ NTRACTOR

JGRINTERIORS.




